Oyster Bowls Newsletter Dec 2024

Sincere Christmas Greetings to you all.

Goodness how the months have gone by. Yes, here we are again — the festive
season is well and truly upon us.

It is truly hoped that you are all fit and well. It must also be a never-ending moment
to send heartfelt best wishes to those who are absent from the club who are going
through difficult times.

1. Christmas at Oyster

Many thanks to the ladies who put the decorations and Christmas tree up — the bar
area is looking very grand.

The Christmas Drive is taking place on Sunday 15t December — not long now. It is
hoped that as many as possible can play — and enjoy — the match. Wearing
Christmas jumpers or other season attire will bring Christmas joy to the match and
the Club. The Raffle will feature on the day as well — wow, what a raffle it is!! Thank
you again to Yvonne Gambrill and Adrian Judd.

**In addition to the raffle draw the 200 Club will also be drawn. Top prize is £100!!
Good luck everyone....

The winners of the whole match will be presented with the John Cheesman Memorial
Trophy. John was a pivotal member of our club who, with his wife Dorothy, spent
many years promoting the club to enhance its presence in the county and beyond as
well as tremendous amount of time and energy representing Oyster around our
relationship with the Canterbury City Council. He is often remembered by members
for his ability to acquire winning shots with outrageous “wicks” off other woods in to
the head.

2. Matches

The new Kent Indoor League system is well under way now with mixed fortunes. The
Ladies and Men’s Captains have been fielding teams for the Matches but it has been
a continuing struggle as members aren’t, regrettably, putting their names down on
the selection sheets by rink 4. It is incredibly hard work. Both Captains really need



your support — so please put your names down — support them and in doing so
support the Club itself. It will be greatly appreciated.

3. Bar and Catering

It has been a very busy season thus far — matches have been, in the main, tea and
biscuits but meals are now being provided. Having said that, there is still a huge and
‘“URGENT” need for volunteers to assist Emma with the bar and — especially,
especially the kitchen. For those that do help — many on a regular basis —a huge
heartfelt message of appreciation and gratitude go to you all — please understand
just how important you are to the running of the Club’s bar and catering facilities. If
anyone feels that they could support Emma please speak to her for information — this
appeal is so, so important as changes are taking place meaning that, going forward,
Emma will be seriously affected in the coming months. Please help her....

Currently there is an advert being displayed (TV screen) asking for anyone who
would be interested/who knows someone who would work in the kitchen in a more
formal setting i.e. minimum wage depending on age..

4. New League Friendly — Singles

As many of you will know, Gary Stevens has put up a notice inviting members to
participate in a singles league — it is understood that many have signed up — what an
excellent response. Gary has requested this message to be included herewith....

'For those of you interested in playing 'Singles' ... there is a Singles League starting next
month. If you want to enter the League you should put your name on the list on the entry
form on the Notice Board by Rink 3. Closing Date: 20 December. Or simply send a
message to Gary Stevens: Mobile 07985 900231 or Email garystevens1806@hotmail.com

Good luck to every participant — enjoy. Just a note to Gary — thank you for bringing
this to the club and hope it will be an enjoyable experience for all participants

5. New Scoreboards

The new scoring system is fully in use with scores being displayed on the two TV’s.
The refurb back drop to the larger TV is also taking shape — what a great job Maurice
is doing — a long, difficult task for sure. Sincere and heartfelt thanks to him.

NB — if members are playing directly before a match, it would be most appreciated if
they cleared the scoreboard as they leave the rink.

6. Uniform

It has been noticed that some issues around the wearing of club uniform have arisen
where the wrong clothing is been worn. Just a small reminder to everyone regarding
the club uniform ruling:

Club Matches / competition finals - Club shirts / tailored black trousers
Casual / League matches - bowls shirts* / tailored grey or black trousers


mailto:garystevens1806@hotmail.com

(*Bowls shirts will have sleeves and a collar. ‘Pink’ uniform still permitted). Fleeces
or jumpers etc will be white or with blue trim (uniform fleece jackets)

NB please note that cargo trousers/jeans and “tracky bottoms” are not allowed
Thank you for your cooperation
7. Social Committee -

Still very thin on the ground regarding membership — anyone who would like to assist
in any way, please contact Mike Real — he will be pleased to hear from you — ideas
and suggestions are always welcome. It is hoped that the recently introduced
games night will become a regular item in the Club’s calendar. Please look out for
the posters with details. Just come along and have an evening of playing cards,
dominoes, Uno etc. The bar will be open for refreshments. It is hoped to bring other
events for the club going forward but please remember the hard work that goes on
behind the scenes to arrange events can only be rewarded by good attendance and
support.

8. Christmas Closures

Please be advised the following:

24 Christmas Eve } 31 **NEW YEAR’S EVE :
25Christmas Day and} ALL CLOSED CLOSED from 5pm
26 Boxing Day} *NEW YEAR’S DAY -
Club

will be OPEN

So, thank you for your time. We all want to wish everyone one of you all the very
best for the Christmas festive time and health, wealth and happiness for the
New Year.

On behalf of The Board of Directors and Members of the P.M.C.



