Oyster Bowls Club Newsletter — February 2025

Thank goodness — the days are getting longer with a good feeling that Spring is not
far away

As the new year unfolds, we must always acknowledge that some members -
friends — who are finding things rather tough now for whatever reason. Be assured
that you are in our thoughts — sending sincere best wishes to you all.

1. Internal Leagues

With only about 7 — 8 weeks to go before the end of the season there are a
considerable number of matches still to be played (26 to be exact) — some from,
believe or not, OCTOBER. Details of games outstanding are included with the
league postings (as at 21 Feb). Team Leaders — please, please ensure games that
haven’t been played are rearranged as soon as possible. Concessions surely must
be avoided. Grateful thanks.

2. Internal Competitions etc.,

Good luck to those who continue to make their way through the different rounds
towards the finals over Saturday and Sunday 26 / 27 April.

K.L.T.L. (Kent Invicta Triples League) — Matches continue to be played with mixed
fortunes for our Ladies and Men’s teams. There have been, at times, a real struggle
to get enough players to fulfil our fixtures but in the closing stages of this winter
season, it is strongly suggested that members put their names down to help the
respective Captains to do Oyster proud in the first KITL league.

County and National Competitions

Oyster Ladies are, excitedly, in the semi — finals of the Valanndor Trophy playing
against Bromley Ladies to be played on Saturday 8t March from 10am.

Oyster Men are, again, excitedly in the semi — finals of the Dudley Hoile Trophy
playing against Bromley on Saturday 15t March at Mote Park Bowls Club.

Please come along and support our Ladies and men

ALL the very best to all participants.

Kent Ladies Indoor Bowls Association FINALS — are being held at Oyster on
Saturday and Sunday 12 / 13 April from 10am. Spectators will be welcome — it will
be sure that those Clubs involved will bring their own.

Naturally, with large numbers expected at the Club, your help is needed more than
ever especially with catering/kitchen and bar — please let Emma know.

Let’s do Oyster proud!



3. Easter Egg Raffle

It won’t be long before the Easter Festival will be with us so, with that in mind, our
annual Easter Egg Raffle will take place with Yvonne agreeing to take the lead
(thank you.) Please look out for the relevant poster(s). Who knows you could be a
winner!

4. Bar and Catering

There has been a small increase in the numbers of members coming forward to
assist with bar and kitchen duties. Thank you to you all — doing a great job.
However, still more are needed especially during the first 2 weeks of March when at

least four volunteers will be absent — please, please -if you can manage a few extra

shifts during this time to help Emma and so keep the members “fed and watered” will
be very much appreciated.

If, in the eventuality there is an absence of volunteers, it will mean that, sadly, the bar
would have to be closed with the snacks machine and hot drinks machine available
during these times. Interestingly, even when the bar is open some use the machines
anyway....

5. Uniform

This topic was mentioned in the December 2024 newsletter - It is still apparent that,
again, issues around the wearing of club uniform have arisen where the wrong
clothing is being worn. A polite reminder to everyone regarding the club uniform
ruling:

Club matches / competition finals - Club shirts / tailored black trousers
Casual / League matches - bowls shirts* / tailored grey or black trousers/shorts

*Bowls shirts must be bowls designated shirts with sleeves and a collar. T-shirts
(round collars) and coloured pique design shirts are not uniform. Our old uniform -
‘Pink’ cardigans are still permitted. Fleeces or jumpers etc should be white or with
blue trim (uniform fleece jackets) with no other colours permitted.

NB please note that cargo trousers/jeans “tracky bottoms” are not allowed

Thank you for your cooperation

6. Drinks machine (water) — having the machine is an asset but it is troubling
when so many plastic cups are just left on the rinks tables after matches are
finished. Many of them are just left with water not drunk contributing to it
ending up being poured down the drain — please be mindful about this
unnecessary waste of water thus only having what you can manage



7. Social Committee

With currently only 5/6 members on this committee, it is difficult to coordinate
future events. Unfortunately, the open invitation to the whole club for interested
parties was not productive. However, the show must go on with the Committee
Lead Mike Real doing a sterling job bringing new ideas to the table e.g. music
evenings. The Shipwright Shanty crew and the very popular Useless Pluckers
Ukulele Band are “on board” to come to the Club in the summer — information to
follow. We have a quiz night on the 6t April for tables of 6 (£2.50 pp).

The second games night took place on the 15t Feb and attracted nearly 20
members — an enjoyable evening was had by all but there is always room for
more...the next one is Saturday 15" March. Come along and take part — costs
nothing!!

Mike is also suggesting Oyster IBC form their own Chess Club — if you are
interested in this game and would like to join, please let Mike know as soon as
possible please in order to gauge interest - 07769272617 — if interest is low then
this idea will be crossed off.

Here is an advance list of events heading our way:

* Saturday 15t March — Games Night

* Sunday 6t April Quiz Night (£2.50pp tables of 6)

*  Friday 30t May The Shipwright Shanty Crew — 7.15 for 8.00pm
* Friday 27t June The Useless Pluckers — Ukulele Band

An opportunity to have a musical evening out with friends, have a drink or two
and just have some fun.

There are other ideas that are being muted that need to be investigated further so
watch this space or, even better the Social Notice Board. If any members have
their own ideas let Mike Real know (number above).

Thank you to Jan Judd for the art work with the Posters and to Dave Bartlett who
has agreed to head up the Quiz Night in lieu of our usual question master Neil.

Etiquette

In April 2017 it was mentioned how Club etiquette wasn’t being respected — only
recently it has been highlighted that one male member has fallen short of what
should be acceptable, respectful behaviour — alas nothing is made formal and
that is to be respected. However, it is troubling that details of such behaviour is
still coming to the fore so please remember that it is important to uphold the
dignity of the game and each other.

It just needs to be stop — meaning that it, please, needs to be reported. In the
past some new players have left as worried about reporting — please don't.



Dates for the diary — See social events above.
* Club Playing Management Committee AGM —

* Finals Day - Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 April — please see notices
nearer the time.

* Presentation Evening - Sunday 4t May 6.30pm for 7.00pm start.

ENDING ON GOOD NEWS!!!

Annual Subs will be renewable from the 1st May — the GOOD news is that there will
be NO increase.

Rinks fees and league registration fees will remain the same at £4.00 per player

Thank you for your attention

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Playing Management Committee

February 2025



