Oyster NEWSLETTER — May 2025

Goodness, the weather is glorious as many members venture outdoors after the
conclusion of the 2024 — 25 winter season. Twenty-seven weeks have flown by from
the start of the season in October 2024.

Welcome — another chance to catch up with events at the Club but first, as always, it
must start off by remembering those who are poorly or recuperating from operations
— a speedy recovery to you all. We must also think of those experiencing really
difficult times and to let them know they are in our thoughts.

1. Indoor Leagues

Leagues have now concluded and winners and runners up will, it is hoped, attend
the Presentation Evening that was held on Sunday 4t May. It was an incredible
event with many, many attending to celebrate the successes of the leagues,
competitions, Ken Morgan and Rollicking Roll Up. Congratulations to all
involved.

Thank you to all team leaders who managed to keep their schedules on track
after a very difficult period of time during the second half of the season.

> The summer season commenced on Monday 5% May at 7.30pm (U/R
triples). There is a triples league at 5pm Tuesday followed by Wednesday
7.30pm pairs.

> Thursday is busy in the 7.30pm “slot” with ladies’ triples and a Novice
triples league with a 4321 league on Friday 9.30am.

Many thanks indeed to all team leaders. Let’s have an enjoyable summer
season.

NB - alas, yes, the Winter League sheets are available
2. Dress Code

This is just a gentle reminder that there is a dress code for the club. Details
are in the smart folder on the wall to the right of the Rink Steward’s office.
Members are kindly asked to keep to the code to avoid any awkwardness
about being challenged.

3. Door Entry System

As you will know a new door entry system is being put into place requiring all
members to have a new card to gain entry to the building and in to the
changing rooms. You will not have access to either without your card so
please always take care of it — it will cost £5 to replace a lost card. Your card
will be issued once you have paid your annual subs so, please, a gentle
reminder, if you haven'’t paid you will not have access to the building.



Please pay by card as soon as possible

The system will go “live” on 1st JUNE

4. Social Events

Mike Real who has agreed to take on the social aspect of the club is working
really hard to bring new ideas that can be introduced in to the club for the
benefit of the members. He has only three others alongside him — it is proving
to be really hard for all involved. Please, PLEASE give huge consideration to
come forward and support this tiny committee — your help is urgently needed.

Speak to Mike on 07769272617 or Dave/Jan Turner Centre Manager 01227
361889.

o%

% The next event is the Shanty Band on the 30t May. So far, the
response has been excellent. Here is wishing you all a fantastic
evening.

> URGENT HELP required on the night before and after — if you are
attending, please can you help Mike prepare the club a) for the band
and b) seating for 70 at least. Let Mike know please.

> Sheets and boarding needs to be placed on the rinks to allow access

> and to protect the carpet and cover the ditches. THANK YOU

% The next musical evening will be on Friday 27t June — this time it will
be the Useless Pluckers — an excellent band that has been to the club
before. Notices will be forthcoming re ticket sales etc. Look out for
details on the Social Board.

<,

Six members are going to the Sittingbourne Dog Track on the 14th June — again
organised by Mike.

More ideas are being considered for the summer months and beyond so please
support the events — it is demoralising when response is low.

5 Bar/Catering

There is limited opening times during the summer months as club not open as
much however it is still necessary for the bar to be kept open as and when
there are leagues/matches being played. Alas there are going to be times
when the bar simply cannot open because current volunteers have other
commitments giving plenty of capacity for new members to come forward to
help. Emma would be delighted to speak with you and give you the run down



of what is involved. The summer months would be a great time to learn with
most matches being tea and biscuits.

Meals are few in the summer but it is for those games that Emma needs extra
support in the kitchen and the bar.

PLEASE HELP.
6. Welfare

A new welfare section is being added to the Club’s website. In addition, Jan
Turner has taken on the role of Club Welfare Officer. She is the first point of
contact for any matters dealing with general welfare matters, illness,
hospitalisation plus regretful notification of members sadly passing away.
Please be assured that any matters dealing with the welfare of members will
be dealt with in confidence initially until consent is given for information to be
released into the “public” domain i.e. the Club notice board and the Website
ONLY. If consent not given to any welfare matter, then confidentiality will be
maintained.

7. Rink Bookings

It is known for members to block book a specific rink to cover the season.
Please be advised that although a specific rink has been booked, on an
unspecified evening it may be necessary to be moved to another rink.
Please understand that, if this happens, please respect the Rink Steward
who will be dealing with this. Thank you.

If at any time members fail to turn up for their session the rink will be
made available to any member who may be waiting.

8.Singles league

Here is a message from Gary Stevens re this league'

% Just a reminder that the Singles League will continue throughout the
summer months. The League is run monthly with promotions and
relegations according to finishing league positions. The Singles
League is a great way hone your bowling skills against players of a
similar standard. More ‘relaxed’ than Club singles competitions but
nevertheless with a competitive edge. A real game improver. You can
join the League by entering your name on the sheet (on the Notice
Board) oy by simply contacting Gary Stevens by Email
at garystevens1806@hotmail.com or telephone 07985 900231.



mailto:garystevens1806@hotmail.com

9. NB League Schedules

* There are a few schedules still in the pigeon holes — a reminder to
those who have not collected them: crucial really to know when
you are playing!!

* Please can Team Leaders ensure their players have their
schedules — it is important to avoid the problems of players fail to

turn up.

10. Recycling

Following a change in legislation re recycling, the Club will be changing
how we handle our glass, cans etc. The removal of plastic water cups
was the first part — reminder to please use the glasses for water and not
the cups that are needed for hot drinks. Soon new bins will be in use to
separate items as above. Your cooperation will be required to ensure that
this transition will be as smooth as it can be — just look out for the
“instructions.”

Water

It is quite apparent that members are taking water from the machine only
to leave half (or more) on the table or by the bar. This really is a waste of
water and would encourage everyone to only take what they will drink.
Again, your cooperation will be appreciated.

In conclusion we wish you a peaceful, healthy and enjoyable summer

NEWSLETTER (Part 2) - May 2025

In my hurry to pack for our holiday, | forgot to add a few more pertinent items to the
recent Newsletter.

« CLUB COMPETITIONS. The entry date for the Summer Competitions is this
Saturday, 31 May. We require a minimum of 8 entries (people or teams) to make
each competition viable. Entry forms can be found by Rink 1.

« BOARD MEMBERS. Applications to be considered to become a Board member
also close this Saturday, 31 May. Applications to the Chair, Mr Phil Scott-Martin.



+ MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. Members are reminded that their membership
renewals are now overdue. Please make your payments to either Carol, Dave or
Emma, and you will be issued with one of our new club entry cards, which should
go live on 1 June.

« PMC SECRETARY. The Club are pleased to announce that Mrs Jan Judd is now
the new PMC Secretary. We wish her well in her new role.

+ PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION. Now that summer is here (?) it could be a good
time to get out and about and take some photographs of some of our iconic
landmarks and scenes, for the club competition (further details on the website
and in the club). Entries (to Dave Bartlett davidbartlett56@me.com) close on 30
June.

Thank you.
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